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SOC 4551 WA Food and Culture

Instructor: Dr. Gary Genosko

Time: Monday 2:30-5:30

Place: CB 4058

Contact: Tel. 343-8391; genosko@lakeheadu.ca
Office: Sociology Department, RB 2039

Office Hours: Tuesday 1-2; Thursday 1-2

Sociology Web Page Address:  http://sociology.lakeheadu.ca/
This senior undergraduate seminar explores linkages between food and culture through selected topics. 

This is a service learning seminar that partners with Nishnawbi Aski Nation. This year’s topic is sturgeon. 

Texts

All readings may be borrowed from the library. 

Assignments

The major assignment is a group project on the topic of sturgeon that will be presented before the seminar’s ‘Community Council’ on April 6. It is worth 40% (10% of which is based on the rehearsal). One copy of each group’s final presentation must be submitted. Each member must submit a one-page summary consisting of personal reflections on the process of developing and participating in their group’s project. 

There is a take home test, in essay format, due on March 9. You will receive the materials on Feb 23rd.  It is worth 30%. 

Each student will be required to present a class seminar on a topic assigned by the instructor. This is valued at 30%. Details to follow. 

Organization of the Class

Each class begins with a lecture/discussion based on the readings. Seminar presentations follow. Group work is undertaken in the remaining time. 

Academic Dishonesty

The University takes a most serious view of offences against academic honesty such as plagiarism, cheating and impersonation. Penalties for dealing with such offences will be strictly enforced.

The following rules shall govern the treatment of candidates who have been found guilty of attempting to obtain academic credit dishonestly.

(a) The minimum penalty for a candidate found guilty of plagiarism, or of cheating on any part of a course will be a zero for the work concerned.

 (b) A candidate found guilty of cheating on a formal examination or a test, or of serious or repeated plagiarism, or of unofficially obtaining a copy of an examination paper before the examination is scheduled to be written, will receive zero for the course and may be expelled from the University.

Note: "Plagiarism" shall be deemed to include:

   1. Plagiarism of ideas as where an idea of an author or speaker is incorporated into the body of an assignment as though it were the writer's idea, i.e. no credit is given the person through referencing or footnoting or end noting.

   2. Plagiarism of words occurs when phrases, sentences, tables or illustrations of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a writer's own, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on the format followed) are present but referencing or footnoting or end noting is given.

   3. Plagiarism of ideas and words as where words and an idea(s) of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a written assignment as though they were the writer's own words and ideas, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on format followed) are present and no referencing or footnoting or end noting is given.

http://calendar.lakeheadu.ca/draft-nextyear/contents/regulations/univregsIXacdishon.html
Overview of the Term

Jan. 5 Introduction

Jan. 12 Catch of the Day: Perspectives on Fish

Jan. 19 Socio-semiotics 1: Meals

Jan. 26 Socio-semiotics 2: Tipping

Feb. 2 Java Blues  

Feb. 9. Do You Want Fries With That?

Feb. 16 Reading Week

Feb. 23 Bread

March 2 Take Home Test

March 9 White Lies: Sugar, Salt and Milk

Match 16 Empire of Persians

March 23 Butter, Margarine and Simulation

March 30 Project Presentation Rehearsal Day

April 6 Final Presentation Day

SOC 4551 WA (2009) List of Readings on reserve in Paterson Library

Jan 5. No Readings

Jan. 12 Catch of the Day

Sasha Issenberg, “The Day of the Flying Fish,” in The Sushi Economy, New York: Gotham Books, 2007, pp. 1-13.

Richard Adams Carey, “Poor Man’s Lobster” and “The People of the Sturgeon,” in The Philosopher Fish, New York: Counterpoint, 2005, pp. 145-55 and 75-94. 

Don Staniford, “Silent Spring of the Sea,” A Stain Upon the Sea: West Coast Salmon Farming, eds. S. Home, A Morton et alia, Madeira Park, BC: Harbour Publishing, 2004, pp. 145-98. 

Jan. 19 Socio-semiotics 1: Meals and Recipes

Georg Simmel, “Sociology of the Meal,” in Simmel on Culture, eds. D. Frisby and M. Featherstone, London: Sage, 1977, pp. 130-35.

Mary Douglas, “The Sociology of Bread,” in Bread: Social, Nutritional and Agricultural Aspects of Wheaten Bread, London: Applied Science Publishers, 1975, pp. 7-26. 

Mary Douglas, “Deciphering a Meal,” in Food and Culture, eds. C. Counihan and P. van Esterik, London: Routledge, 1997, pp. 36-54. 

Pierre Bourdieu, “The Habitus and the Space of Life Styles,” in Distinction, Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 1984, pp. 166-99. 

Jan. 26 Socio-semiotics 2: Tipping

David Sutton, “Tipping: An Anthropological Meditation,” in The Restaurants Book, eds. D. Beriss and D. Sutton, New York: Berg, 2007, pp. 191-204. 

Margaret Visser, “Tipping,” in The Gift of Thanks, Toronto: Harper Collins, 2008, pp. 201-9. 

Joanne Finkelstein, “The Modern Restaurant: A Diorama of Desire,” in Dining Out, New York: New York UP, 1989, pp. 55-67. 

Feb. 2 Java Blues

Daniel Jaffee, “A Sustainable Cup?” in Brewing Justice: Fair Trade Coffee, Sustainability, and Survival Berkeley: U. of California Press, 2007, pp. 133-64.

John Talbot, “Solutions? Specialty, Organic, and Fair-Trade Coffees,” in Grounds of Agreement, Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield, 2004, pp. 197-211. 

Benjamin A. Wurgaft, “Starbucks and Rootless Cosmopolitanism,” Gastronomica 3/4 (2003): 71-5. 

Steve Penfold, “Eddie Shack was no Tim Horton: Donuts and the Folklore of Mass Culture in Canada,” in Food Nations, eds. W. Belasco and P. Scaranton, New York: Routledge, 2002, pp. 48-66. 

Feb. 9. Do You Want Fries with That? 

Roland Barthes, “Steak and Chips,” in Mythologies, trans. A. Lavers, New York: Hill and Wang, 1972, pp. 69-71.

Stéphane Spoiden, “The Betrayal of Moules-Frites: This is (Not) Belgium,” in French Food on the Table, On the Page, and in French Culture, eds. L.R. Schehr and A. S. Weiss, London: Routledge, 2001, pp. 157-69. 

Eric Schlosser, “Why the Fries Taste Good,” in Fast Food Nation, New York: Harper Perennial, 2002, pp. 111-31.

Melissa L. Caldwell, “Domesticating the French Fry: McDonald’s and consumerism in Moscow,” in The Cultural Politics pf Food and Eating, eds. J.L. Watson and M.L. Caldwell, Malden: Blackwell, 2005, pp. 180-96. 

Feb. 16 Reading Week

Feb. 23 Bread

Aaron Bobrow-Strain, “Kills a Body Twelve Ways: Bread Fear and the Politics of ‘What to Eat’,” Gastronomica 7/3 (2007): 45-52. 

Steven L. Kaplan, “White Bread: A Western Story,” in Good Bread is Back, Durham: Duke University Press, 2006, pp. 100-21.

Warren Belasco, “Food and the Counterculture: A Story of Bread and Politics,” in The Cultural Politics of Food and Eating, eds. J. L. Watson and M.L. Caldwell, Malden: Blackwell, 2005, pp. 217-34.

Carole Counihan, “Bread as world: Food Habits and social Relations in Modernizing Sardinia,” in Food and Culture: A Reader, ed. C. Counihan and P. van Esterik, London: Routledge, 1997, pp. 283-95.  

March 2 Take Home Test

March 9 White Lies: Sugar, Salt and Milk

Sidney W. Mintz, “Eating and Being,” in Sweetness and Power, New York: Penguin, 1986, pp. 187-214.

Mark Kulansky, “Salt and the Great Soul,” in Salt: A World History, New York: Walker and Co., 2002, pp. 333-54. 

Steve Ettinger, “Salt,” in Twinkie, Deconstructed, New York: Hudson Street, 2007, pp. 169-78.

Pierre Laszlo, “Punning in the Rain,” in Salt: Grain of Life, New York: HarperCollins, 2001, pp. 139-42. 

E. Melanie Dupuis, “The End of Perfection,“ in Nature’s Perfect Food, New York: NYU Press, 2002, pp. 210-40. 

Match 16 Empire of Persians

Readings provided in class

March 23  Butter, Margarine and Simulation

Roland Barthes, “Operation Margarine,” in Mythologies, trans A. Lavers, New York: Hill and Wang, 1973, pp. 45-7

Margaret Visser, “Butter - and Something - ‘Just as Good’,” in Much Depends on Dinner, Toronto: Macmillan, 1988, pp. 84-114.

Barry M Levenson, “It’s Not Nice to Defraud Mother Nature,” in Habeus Codfish: Reflections on Food and the Law, Madison: U. of Wisconsin Press, 2001, pp. 168-83. 

